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(57) Abstract 

A schedule management system which 
utilizes a computer and facilitates extraction of 
unsettled travel expenses and the settlement of 
them using a travel expense settlement 
function. A schedule information record in 
which schedule information is stored and a 
travel expense settlement record in which the 
settlement history , of travel expenses is stored 
are collated with each other. A business trip 
schedule is decided and extracted in 
accordance with the combination conditions of 
the locations in the, schedule information 
record and the registered statuses of schedules. 
The dates of the extracted schedule in the 
schedule information record and the business 
trip dates in the travel expense information 
record are checked up with each other and the 
schedule whose dates do not agree with the 
dates in the travel expense information record 
is judged to be the schedule of the business trip whose expense is not settled and extracted. The message to the effect that the travel expense 
of this extracted business trip is not settled is displayed and the user is asked about whether the expense is to be settled or not. When the user 
answers it, in accordance with the answer, the system performs the travel expense settlement function and the expense can be settled. 
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means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 



**T* later document published after the international filing date or priority 
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"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 
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combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
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PATENT COOPERATION TRETSTY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
349700210971 


SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Examination Re p 0 rt (Form PCT/IPEA/4 1 6) 


International application No. 


International filing date {day/month/year) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 


PCT/JP97/03281 


17 September 1997 (17.09.97) 




International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




G06F 17/60 






Applicant 


HITACHI, LTD. 





This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 



amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SJ 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


El 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

12 February 1998 (12.02.98) 


Date of completion of this report 

02 February 1999 (02.02.1999) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/1PEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



international application No. 

PCT/JP97/03281 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 
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, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1,2 



filed with the letter of 



27 July 1998 (27.07.1998) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 
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, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 

[X] the claims, Nos. 3,4,5 

□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig 

□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70. J 6 
and 70.17). 

* + Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



international application No. 

PCT/JP97/03281 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1,2 



1,2 



1,2 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Claims 1-2 

The document [JP, 9-73492, A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 18 March, 1997 (18.03.97)] does not describe that (a) 
schedule data contains second identification information showing the class of the location of the schedule 
matter and third identification information showing a distinction as to whether the schedule matter has 
been registered by the person concerned with the schedule or reserved by another person and showing the 
response of the person concerned to the reservation if the schedule is reserved by the other person, and 
that (b) the second identification information shows a class corresponding to a business trip and the third 
identification information is provided with a retrieval means for extracting a schedule showing the 
schedule registered by the person concerned or the schedule, the reservation of which is not responded to 
by disapproval, and for collating the schedule with travel expense settling information. This constituent 
feature is not obvious to a person skilled in the art either. 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 
(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To:' 

United States Patent and Trademark 

Off i rp 

Will uc? 

(Box PCT) 
Crystal Plaza 2 
Washington, DC 20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERiQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing: 

25 March 1999(25.03.99) 




International application No.: 

PCT/JP97/03281 


Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
349700210971 


International filing date: 

17 September 1997 (17.09.97) 


Priority date: 


Applicant: 

FURUHATA, Yukari et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X| in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 

12 February 1998(12.02.98) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X | was 

□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer: 






34, chemin des Colombettes 






1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


J. Zahra 




Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 




2529344 



